
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
MORRIS COUNTY PLANNING BOARD  

FOR June 17, 2010 
 

                                    30 Schuyler Place                                        Morristown 
                                    June 17, 2010                                               New Jersey 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Falkoski called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW 
 
Chairman Falkoski stated that the Secretary of the Board provided public notice of this meeting 
in a legal notice dated April 24, 2010. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
Those present were:   
Joseph Falkoski, Chairman Barry Marell, Board Attorney  
Steve Rattner, Vice-Chair Christine Marion, Planning Director 
Isobel Olcott, Secretary Anthony Soriano, Supervising Planner 
Steve Hammond, County Engineer Virginia Michelin, Sr. Environmental Planner 
Stu Klatzman Rene Axelrod, Recording Secretary 
Ted Eppel  
Ed McCarthy, Alternate 1  
James Murray, Freeholder Alternate  

REVIEW OF MINUTES  
 
Ms. Marion stated that changes have been made by Mr. Marell and incorporated in the minutes. 
 
Mr. Klatzman moved approval of the minutes of the May 20, 2010 meeting as revised. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Eppel and unanimously approved by voice vote. Chairman 
Falkoski, Ms. Olcott and Freeholder Murray abstained. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Marion informed the Board that the Planning and Development offices are being renovated 
requiring staff to be temporarily relocated. Renovations should be completed in three to four 
weeks. 
  
The Board accepted the May 2010 Director’s Report and it will be placed on file. 
 
 



REPORT OF FUNDS RECEIVED 
 
Funds received for May 2010 totaled $17,987.34. Ms. Marion stated that grant monies received 
for staff work on the Wastewater Management Plan are included in the report of funds received. 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
Ms Marion informed the Board that she will attend the New Jersey County Planners Association 
meeting at the William J. Hughes Technical Center in Atlantic County. The topic of the special 
meeting is “Aviation Research and Technical Parks” with speakers on airport-related economic 
development and education and career training.  Greg Perry and Joe Barilla will attend a work 
session sponsored by the Regional Plan Association called “Regenerative Development” which 
will focus on environmental “regenerative” design to address stormwater, wastewater reuse, 
stream corridor restoration, retrofitting the built environment and similar issues in the Highlands 
Region. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Environment and Watershed  
 
Wastewater Management Plan – Ms. Marion reported that Larry Baier is no longer directing the 
development of the county wastewater management plan due to internal restructuring at the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and there is no information yet on Mr. Baier’s 
replacement. The DEP is holding a series of work group meetings with various organizations and 
public agencies on the Water Quality Management Planning (WQMP) rules. Ms. Marion was 
concerned that the NJDEP may change the requirements for completion of the wastewater 
management plan at this late date in the process, requiring County staff to revisit work already 
completed, thereby wasting the significant amount of time and effort already spent on the 
project. She estimated that the project is about 85% complete and reminded the Board of the 
delay experienced in development of the State Plan caused by changes proposed by the NJDEP 
after the completion of cross acceptance. Ms. Marion proposed writing a letter to the new 
NJDEP Assistant Commissioner Marilyn Lennon to express Morris County’s concerns.  The 
letter would state that the towns are very supportive of Morris County’s wastewater management 
planning efforts and that the County wishes to complete the project without significant changes 
to the process.  A discussion followed. 
 
Ms. Olcott recommended that the letter emphasize the fact that the County has expended 
considerable time and money on developing the wastewater management plan. A discussion 
followed concerning the economic impacts associated with the current wastewater rule, the 
location of sewer service areas, the issue of plant capacity and redevelopment potential in Morris 
County.  Ms. Marion discussed methods available to address deficits in wastewater treatment 
capacity and noted her concerns about the withdrawal of sewer service areas based solely on the 
presence of landscape data. 
 
Ms. Marion will prepare a draft letter for review by Ms. Olcott and Mr. Rattner. 
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Land Subdivision and Zoning 
 
Developments Reviewed –Mr. Rattner reported that there were three applications reviewed for 
this period. The Florham Park Pedestrian Trail Project is a 1.8 mile trail along the perimeter of 
the Park Avenue at Morris County corporate campus. ETEP Realty, LLC, involves a minor 
subdivision of a 3.81 acre lot on Mendham Road in Morris Township to create a one acre open 
space lot to be acquired by the Morris County Park Commission. Ms. Olcott discussed an 
application concerning a change in use for a property located on Green Pond Road in Rockaway 
Township.  
 
Ms. Olcott made a motion to approve the Report of Actions Taken on Development Plans for 
May 2010.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rattner and approved by voice vote.  
 
Ms. Marion stated she e-mailed the 2009 Annual Development Activity Report to the Land 
Development Review Committee members and asked for authorization from the Board for its 
public release.  Ms. Olcott moved approval of the release of the Annual Report. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Klatzman and unanimously approved by voice vote. Ms. Marion stated that the 
report will be posted on Planning and Development’s website and paper copies will be made 
available only upon request.  
 
Legislative and Municipal  
 
Recent Legislation – Mr. Soriano reported on several bills, including A-2217, which would 
extend the special Green Acres and farmland appraisal process in the Highlands Region, and S-
823, which concerns the Greystone Preservation Task Force. He then presented a summary of the 
changes made to Senate Bill S-1, which abolishes COAH, by the Senate Committee Substitute 
Bill S-1. Mr. Soriano also compared these changes to the recommendations included in the 
Housing Opportunity Task Force Report discussed at the previous Board meeting. He identified 
other agencies and organizations that were either in favor of or against S-1 and discussed the 
position of the New Jersey Chapter of the American Planning Association presented in its June 9, 
2010 letter. The Senate Committee Substitute S-1 was passed by the Senate on June 10, 2010. 
 
Master Plan & Land Use Ordinance Monthly Report – Mr. Soriano reported that the eight 
Master Plan submissions received this month were all Housing Element/Fair Share Plans.  The 
submission date for the Third Round plans to COAH was extended for these municipalities 
because each had filed a “Notice of Intent” for Highlands Plan Conformance.  Mr. Soriano noted 
which municipalities used, and which did not use, the Highlands reduced growth share figures 
for conforming municipalities.  A discussion followed. 
 
Next, Mr. Soriano reported that the office processed ten proposed and four adopted land use 
ordinances during May 2010. He noted several ordinances: a Chester Borough amendment 
establishing regulations for Tattoo and Body Piercing Establishments; a Borough of Madison 
amendment concerning allowable hours of operation for commercial establishments; and a 
Township of Morris amendment limiting the maximum amount of impervious surface permitted 
on residential lots.  A discussion followed. 
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Long Range Planning   
 
The Committee did not meet. 
 
LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Lake Hopatcong Commission  
 
Mr. McCarthy informed the Board that the Lake Hopatcong Commission received grant money 
from the State and will start weed harvesting in July. He stated that Russ Felter, Mayor of 
Jefferson, will be replacing Art Ondish as chairman of the Commission. Mr. McCarthy also 
informed members that there has not been an audit of the Commission completed in seven years. 
Ms. Olcott asked Mr. McCarthy to contact the Morris County Park Commission, which manages 
a marina on the lake, to make it aware of the audit situation. A discussion followed. 
 
Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board 
 
Mr. Rattner stated that cuts have been made to part-time personnel. The Board passed a 
resolution to give its boat to a local fire department that has the capacity to maintain it. The lake 
was being treated with herbicides to try to control weeds around the shore and that the center of 
the lake will be cleared by weed harvesters. The funding for the herbicide treatment was 
obtained, in part, by the creation of a property owners association, which raised $14,000 of the 
$36,000 spent this year for the treatment.  Mr. Rattner also noted that a pair of bald eagles was 
spotted nesting on the lake and reported on ongoing efforts to eliminate the water chestnut 
infestation.   
 
Mr. Rattner said that he was also requested to make a complaint to the Morris County Planning 
Board on behalf of the Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board concerning the cut in 
County funding to the Regional Planning Board.  A discussion followed. 
 
Morris County Open Space & Farmland Preservation Trust Fund    
 
Mr. Klatzman informed members of recent closings that are contained in the report e-mailed to 
members. The largest closing was on a property at the South Branch of the Raritan River 
headwaters in Mount Olive Township.  A discussion followed. 
 
Musconetcong River Management Council 
 
The Council did not meet.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS RECEIVED 
 
Ms. Marion reported on correspondence and reports received. Morris County was copied on a 
letter sent to Senator Sarlo by the Warren County Planning Department urging him to approve 
Assembly Bill A-2217, which extends the expiration of the special appraisal process for Green 
Acres and farmland preservation programs from 2009 to 2014 for the Highlands Region.  Ms. 
Marion received an acknowledgement from the New Jersey General Assembly, 26th Legislative 
District, concerning the letter that the Morris County Planning Board sent expressing support for 
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Assembly Bill A-128 regarding county development review authority for site plans affecting 
county roads.   
 
Ms. Marion reported the receipt of two letters from the New Jersey County Planners Association 
(NJCPA).  The first letter was a follow-up to the May 5, 2010 WQMP Workgroup meeting. The 
second letter concerned NJCPA recommendations on affordable housing reform. Ms. Marion 
also received a letter from PSE&G concerning the start of construction of the Susquehanna-
Roseland electric reliability project through Morris County. Ms. Olcott informed the board  that 
she had participated in a telephone survey concerning public perception of the PSE&G project.  
A discussion followed. 
 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS 
 
Highlands Council – Mr. Soriano reported that the Council did not meet since the last Planning 
Board meeting. In the interim, the County received a response to the letter sent by Director Frank 
Pinto to Executive Director Eileen Swan of the Highlands Council.  The response letter approved 
the County’s extension request for the submission of certain plan conformance documents for 
180 days and also approved payment of $8,424.31 in reimbursement for completed plan 
conformance activities. Mr. Soriano provided an update on the plan conformance progress of 
other Highland Region counties. A discussion followed.    
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Energy Master Plan – Ms. Marion informed members that the Energy Master Plan Technical 
Review Committee will meet on June 30, 2010. Mr. Scott helped identify individuals with 
expertise in energy for membership on the Committee and the Committee will provide comment 
on the proposed project outline prepared by Mr. Soriano.  Mr. Soriano stated that the Committee 
was sent the draft project outline, which will be revised from the Committee’s feedback and 
followed by development of a RFP.    
 
Executive Order #23, Passaic River Basin Flood Advisory Commission 
 
Ms. Michelin reported on the first meeting of the Passaic River Basin Flood Advisory 
Commission. At this meeting, presentations were made by the Department of Environmental 
Protection, Army Corp, FEMA, and State Police Office of Emergency Management concerning 
available resources and past study efforts. The Commission intends to develop potential long and 
short-term solutions for Passaic River flooding and present these to the Governor before the end 
of the year.  
 
The next meeting will be on June 30, 2010.  Public hearing meetings will be held in August and 
September to obtain public input.  Ms. Marion informed the Board that staff has begun a study of 
drainage basins in certain watersheds to determine whether modifications can be made to 
attenuate downstream flooding potential. The results of this review will be provided to the 
Advisory Commission for their consideration.  
 
On another matter, Ms. Marion stated that there have been several applicants seeking comment 
on conceptual development proposals for the section of Hanover Avenue between Speedwell 
Avenue and Ridgedale Avenue.  She noted that there are a number of sites in this area being 
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considered or are ripe for redevelopment. She suggested that rather than reacting to these 
proposals individually, it would be beneficial to undertake a study of land use, proposed 
development and redevelopment along the entire corridor. Mr. Hammond detailed various issues 
associated with that section of road. Ms. Marion noted that one issue will be whether 
redevelopment will accommodate multi-modal travel (bikes, pedestrian etc.). Such a study would 
require funding, which may be available from the NJDOT.  A discussion followed. 
 
LEGAL UPDATE   
 
Mr. Marell had nothing to report.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Mr. Eppel discussed the subject of water resources in Morris County.  He stated he is extremely 
worried about the long-term availability of water resources to serve future populations and 
suggested the Board look further into what might be done to address this issue.  He said that the 
Scrub Oaks Mine Project offered the best chance for the large-scale capture and utilization of 
surface water supplies and hoped that this option would be maintained and protected in the event 
it was needed to meet future water demand. A discussion followed. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, July 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 8:50 p.m., Mr. Hammond moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Eppel seconded and all 
approved by voice vote. 
 
 

  Original signed by Christine Marion, P.P./AICP, Planning Director 
  


